


H.E. Abdel Fattah al-Sisi




President of the Arab Republic of Egypt


Office of the President



Al Ittihadia Palace



Cairo



Egypt


Luxembourg,
Your Excellency,

I am extremely concerned about the situation of Mahmoud Abu Zeid, better known as Shawkan. I urge you to release him immediately and unconditionally with all charges against him dropped. He is a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for his journalistic work.

A photojournalist, he was covering the Rabaa al-Adaweya sit-in on 14 August 2013 in Cairo, when security forces swept in. 

When police found out Shawkan was a journalist, they arrested him. He has been in detention for more than four years facing trumped-up charges, being subjected to violent treatment and receiving inadequate health care. If convicted, he is at risk of the death penalty.

I also call on you:

· to provide Mahmoud Abu Zeid with any medical treatment he may require,

· to protect him from torture and other ill-treatment,
· to order an independent and impartial investigation into reports that he faced torture and other ill-treatment in custody, and bring those found to be responsible to justice, without recourse to the death penalty,

· to undertake to release all other journalists detained for having exercised their right to freedom of expression.
Please release him without delay.

Yours sincerely

Name:

Surname

Address:                                                

                                                                   



    Signature

Copie à l’ambassade de l’Égypte : Uruguaylaan 19, Bruxelles  1000Belgique  

