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Luxembourg,

Dear Minister,

Further to information I have received from the human rights organisation ‘Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture’ (ACAT-Luxembourg), I wish to convey to you my deepest concern regarding the situation of Mr G. N. Saibaba, who is paralysed, and continues to be denied access to adequate medical treatment in Nagpur Central Jail, despite pleas of intervention from his family.

G. N. Saibaba has post-polio paralysis in both his legs and requires the use of a wheelchair. He has been diagnosed with acute pancreatitis, a spinal disorder that compromises the use of his left shoulder and hand. He also has a cardiac condition and hypertension.

G. N. Saibaba was sentenced to life imprisonment on 7 March 2017 for offences which included ‘unlawful activities’ and conspiring to commit a ‘terrorist act’. However, leading human rights organisations maintain that his trial did not meet international fair trial standards.

In view of the above, in particular his poor state of health, I appeal to you to ensure that:

· G. N. Saibaba’s sentence is commuted and that he is immediately released;

· pending his release, in consultation and agreement with G. N. Saibaba and his family, he is granted prompt, regular and unrestricted access to medical care on request or as necessary;

· G. N. Saibaba is protected from torture and other ill-treatment while in detention, and that he is allowed, without delay, regular access to his family and lawyer.

Yours respectfully and sincerely,
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